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* It will be a satisfaction to you to know that your
conduct is highly approved of; and even were your
mission to fail, you have gained all the credit you could
have wished by its success.'

Many interviews took place between Lord Minto and
Baron Thugut, before the latter was brought to an un-
reserved explanation of his general policy, though, as
Lord Minto wrote home, ' Until these points are ascer-
tained, the Allies are as much occupied with each other
as with the enemy.' When they were ascertained, the
result can hardly have been satisfactory.

It is hardly necessary to describe in any detail the
views professed by Baron Thugut on the territorial
arrangements which should result from a general peace.
Some of them, more or less modified, became the
subject of full discussion at the Congress of Vienna,
and were embodied in the conditions of the Peace of
1815: but as forcibly illustrating his own sentiments
and those of his Government on certain political ques-
tions of general interest, a few extracts are here given
from Lord Minto's despatches.

c First, then, with regard to the settlement of France
and the operations of the Allies in the interior of that
country, Baron Thugut seems to me considerably be-
hind the rest of Europe in appreciating the importance
and pre-eminence of that great object, as forming in the
present period the prime, and comparatively the only,
interest of the belligerent Powers as well as of the rest of